BROADBAND FREEDOM OF CHOICE

VIRTUAL TOWN HALL
Wednesday, September 6, 2023, 4—6pm EST, 1-3pm PST

REGISTER HERE:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUucuGvgTlpHdZ-wSmKQOCJBbxe exOVC-p

We are honored to have the following presenters:

Gigi Sohn, Executive Director, American Association of Public Broadband
Kimberly McKinley, Deputy Director and Chief Marketing Officer, Utopia Fiber
Timothy Schoechle, Ph.D, Consultant in Computer and Communications Engineering &
Policy

Gigi Sohn
Executive Director

Gigi Sohn is the Executive Director of the American Association of Public Broadband, a Benton Institute
Senior Fellow and Public Advocate and a Distinguished Fellow at the Georgetown Law Institute for
Technology Law & Policy. She is one of the nation’s leading public advocates for open, affordable and
democratic communications networks. In recognition of her expertise and dedication to the public
interest in communications, President Biden nominated Gigi to serve on the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) in October 2021. From 2013 to 2016, Gigi was Counselor to the former FCC
Chairman, Tom Wheeler, who referred to Gigi as “the conscience of the Chairman’s office” for her
tireless advocacy on behalf of American consumers and competition. The Daily Dot named Gigi one of
the “Heroes Who Saved the Internet” in recognition of her role in the adoption of the FCC’s 2015
Network Neutrality rules. From 2001-2013, Gigi served as the Co-Founder and CEO of Public Knowledge,
a leading communications and intellectual property policy advocacy organization serving the interests of
consumers in Washington. She was previously a Project Specialist at the Ford Foundation’s Media, Arts
and Culture unit and Executive Director of the Media Access Project, the first public interest
communications law firm. In 1997, President Clinton appointed Gigi to serve as a member of his
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Advisory Committee on the Public Interest Obligations of Digital Television Broadcasters. Gigi has
received numerous awards and honors for her work. Just to name a few -- in 2006, the Electronic
Frontier Foundation awarded Gigi the Internet Pioneer Award. In 2019, the National Journal named Gigi
to its list of “50 people changing the game in Washington.” In 2021, The Washingtonian magazine
named Gigi one of its “Most Influential People in Washington.” In 2023, the University of Pennsylvania’s
Carey Law School gave Gigi its Louis H. Pollak alumni award for a career advancing social justice through
service in the public interest.
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Kimberly McKinley
Deputy Director and Chief Marketing Officer

Kimberly McKinley helps lead UTOPIA Fiber as its Deputy Director and Chief Marketing Officer. UTOPIA
stands for Utah Telecommunication Open Infrastructure Agency. UTOPIA Fiber is a group of 11 Utah
cities that joined together in 2004 to build, deploy, and operate a fiber to the home network to every
business and household within their communities. In 2010, Kim joined the network as a member of its
turnaround team, and has helped cement today’s UTOPIA Fiber as the fastest-growing, highest-rated,
and most-successful Open Access network in the United States. Day-to-day, Kim actively leads UTOPIA’s
marketing, sales, order fulfillment, and customer service teams. Kim is one of the industry’s most
recognizable leaders. She is a Board Member of the Fiber Broadband Association in Washington, D.C
and of the American Association for Public Broadband. She speaks frequently about Open Access
networks on the national stage. Prior to UTOPIA Fiber, Kim worked in the hospitality marketing industry
and has a B.A. in Business Administration from the College of Charleston.
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Timothy Schoechle, Ph.D, Consultant in Computer and
Communications Engineering & Policy

Dr. Timothy Schoechle is an international consultant in computer and communications engineering and
in technical standards development. He is a Senior Research Fellow of the National Institute for Science,



Law and Public Policy in Washington, D.C. where he authored a seminal report, "Reinventing Wires- The
Future of Landlines and Networks." He focuses on engineering and policy related to fiber optic
networks, distributed solar-plus-storage, and microgrids. Dr. Schoechle develops related technical
standards for ISO/IEC (the International Organization for Standardization and the International
Electrotechnical Commission). He is also an entrepreneur who has engineered the development of
electric utility premises gateways and energy management systems for over 25 years. He was a co-
founder of Bl Incorporated, a pioneer developer of RFID (radio frequency identification) technology,
presently a $1 billion company in Boulder, Colorado. He is an active participant of the GridWise
Architecture Council hosted by the Pacific Northwest National Laboratories and the U.S. Department of
Energy. Dr. Schoechle holds a Ph.D in Communications Policy from the University of Colorado at
Boulder, and served as a faculty member of the University of Colorado, College of Engineering.

Co-Founder, President & General Counsel

Odette Wilkens co-founded Wired Broadband, Inc. in 2020, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit in New York City, focusing on safe technology for the public. Odette is a technology transactional
attorney and for over 20 years has represented multi-national corporations in entertainment, finance
and technology. WBI advocates for fiber optics network architecture running fiber to and through the
premises for homes, businesses, schools and all facilities. WBI is raising awareness of the superior
benefits of fiber optics for capacity with symmetrical Gigabit speeds, safety, cybersecurity, with ground-
breaking applications in telemedicine and emergency preparedness.



